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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The Council has responsibility under the Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 1976, for setting the maximum fares that can be charged by 
hackney carriage vehicles licensed to operate within the borough.  
Consultation with the trade and public consultation on changes are required. 

1.2  Hackney Carriage (“Taxi”) fares are made up of an initial hiring charge and a 
“mileage” rate, both of which are expressed in terms of distance and/or time 
per unit cost.  When a hired taxi is stationary or moving slowly in traffic the 
meter continues charging, but by time, instead of distance.  

1.3  The table of fares applies only to Hackney Carriage vehicles.  Private Hire 
Operators are able to agree their hiring charges in advance with their 
customers at the time of booking the journey.  

1.4  The current table of fares which was approved by Council in 2013, the current 
table of fares is attached as Appendix 1.  The 2013 review was in response to 
significant increases in fuel costs which in March 2013 peaked at £139.86 for 
petrol and £146.34 for diesel.  (Source RAC).  

1.5 Fuel prices have exceeded the 2013 peak and currently are £164.65 for petrol 
and £178.98 for diesel. (Source RAC).  Trade representatives have requested a 
review of fares in response to recognition of rising fuel, maintenance and cost 
of living increases.   

1.6 The Private Hire and Taxi Monthly (PHTM), a national taxi trade publication, 
produces a monthly league table of all hackney carriage fares for a 2 mile 



journey at Tariff 1 rates.   The current average rate for a 2 mile journey is 
£6.24.  The comparison for Cumbria is detailed in Table 1.  

 
Table 1 – Source Byran Roland Memorial Table of Fares May 2022 

Local Authority  2 mile Tariff 1 rate  Last increase  Rank out of 355 

Allerdale £5.45 – under 
review  

2018 – under 
review 

292 – may 
change  

Barrow £5.80 2022 228 

Carlisle  £6.60 2022 91 

Copeland £5.00 - the rate is 
£6.00 

2013 
2013 

330 
214 

Eden  £6.60 2022 93 

South Lakeland  £6.40 – under 
review 

2014 – under 
review  

133 – may 
change 

 
1.7 The current table of fares for Copeland covers 3 tariffs and extra costs 
 
 Tariff 1 

 Travel between 6am and 11pm 
 Tariff 2 criteria for Copeland covers: 

 Bank Holidays 
 Travel between 11pm – 6am 
 The Friday before Christmas from 6pm to 6am  

 Tariff 3 
 6pm Christmas Eve – 6pm 27th December  
 6pm New Year Eve – 6am 2nd January  

 Extra Costs  
 For each period of one minute or uncompleted part thereof 
 For each mile or uncompleted part thereof within the Borough of 

Copeland, travelled by the carriage to a hirer’s “pick-up” point at a 
stated place other than a hackney carriage stand or the proprietors 
normal base of operation  

 For each person in excess of four – 25% of fare  
 Soiling fee - £75  

1.8 Tariff criteria and extra costs vary between authorities.  Table 2 details the 
tariff types and extra charges applied across Cumbria.   

 



Table 2 – Cumbria Tariffs and Extra Charges (source website costs 17.3.22) 

Copeland Tariff Rates – 1-3 only  Local 
Authority  

Tariff 1  Tariff 2 Tariff 3 Tariff 4 

Extra 
Charges  

Allerdale 7am – 11pm  Midnight to 
6am - 50% of 
Tariff 1 

All Bank 
Holidays – 
75% of Tariff 
1 

7pm 
Christmas 
Eve to 100% 
of Tariff 1 
Midnight 
New Years 
Eve  

50p for each 
person in 
excess of 2 
20p for each 
item of 
luggage 
conveyed 
outside 
passenger 
compartment 
£50 - Soiling 
Fee  

Barrow 7am – 
Midnight  

Midnight – 
7am  

Bank Holidays, Christmas 
Eve, New Year Eve  
 
No Tariff 4  

20p per 
person in 
excess of 2 
people  
£100 – soiling 
fee plus 
option for 
deposit in 
advance of 
journey  

Carlisle  7am – 11pm  11pm – 7am  Bank 
Holidays 
between 
6pm  

No Tariff 4  50p per 
person in 
excess of 2 
people  
Waiting Time 
Soiling Fee 

Copeland 6am – 11pm  11pm – 6am  
Bank 
Holidays 
Friday before 
Christmas – 
50% of Tariff 
1  

6pm 24th Dec 
to 6am 27th 
Jan  
6pm New 
Years Eve to 
6am 2nd Jan  

No Tariff 4  Waiting Time 
Pick up fee if 
not hackney 
carriage 
stand  
25% of fare 
for each 
person in 
excess of 4 
£75 - Soiling 
Fee  



Copeland Tariff Rates – 1-3 only  Local 
Authority  

Tariff 1  Tariff 2 Tariff 3 Tariff 4 

Extra 
Charges  

Eden  6am – 11pm  11pm – 6am  Bank 
Holidays  

No Tarif 4  Waiting 
Times  
50p for each 
person in 
excess of 2 
£75 - Soiling 
Fee  

South Lakeland  7am – 11pm  11pm – 7am 
- 50% of 
Tariff 1  

7pm Christmas Eve to 
Midnight New Years Eve - 
100% of Tariff 1 

No Tariff 4  

70p for each 
person in 
excess of 2 
£100 – soiling 
fee  
Waiting Time  

 
2.0  Options  

The average tariff 1 rate for a 2 mile journey is £6.24. 

The tariff 1 rates for Allerdale and Carlisle who will form Cumberland Council with 
Copeland are Allerdale £5.45 (under review) and Carlisle £6.60. 

Taking into consideration the tariff rates in Allerdale, Carlisle, the national average 
and the increase in fuel and living costs the following options to review charges are 
proposed: 
 
2.1 Option 1 – 5% increase in fares with review of times from 6am – 11pm to 7am 

– 11pm between tariff changes.  Remove the Friday before Christmas as a 
Tariff 2 rate.   

Extra costs charge changes  

 £100 – soiling charge (maximum cost) 
 Extra adult passengers above 2 – 50p per passenger  

The tariff rate for Option 1 would change from £6.00 for a 2 mile journey to 
£6.30  

2.2  Option 2 – 7.5% increase in fares with review of other tariffs and costs as 
outlined in 2.1 

The tariff rate for Option 2 would change from £6.00 for a 2 mile journey to 
£6.45  



2.3 Option 3 – 10% increase in fares with review of other tariffs and costs as 
outlined in 2.1  

The tariff rate for Option 3 would change from £6.00 for a 2 mile journey to 
£6.60  

 

3.0 Legal Implications  

3.1 Section 65 (1) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
states that a district council may fix the rates or fares within the district as 
well for time as distance, and all other charges in connection with the hire of 
a vehicle or with the arrangements for the hire of a vehicle, to be paid in 
respect of the hire of hackney carriages by means of a table (hereafter in this 
section referred to as a “table of fares”) made or varied in accordance with 
the provisions of this section.  

3.2 Section 65(2) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 
goes onto state:  

a) When a district council make or vary a table of fares they shall publish in 
at least one local newspaper circulating in the district a notice setting out the 
table of fares or the variation thereof and specifying the period, which shall 
not be less than fourteen days from the date of the first publication of the 
notice, within which and the manner in which objections to the table of fares 
or variation can be made.  

b) A copy of the notice referred to in paragraph (a) of this subsection shall for 
the period of fourteen days from the date of the first publication thereof be 
deposited at the offices of the council which published the notice, and shall 
at all reasonable hours be open to public inspection without payment  

If no objection to a table of fares or variation is duly made within the period 
specified in the notice referred to in section 65 (2), or if all objections so made are 
withdrawn, the table of fares or variation shall come into operation on the date of 
the expiration of the period specified in the notice or the date of withdrawal of 
the objection or, if more than one, of the last objection, whichever date is the 
later.  

If objections are made and are not withdrawn, the district council must set a 
further date, not later than two months after the first specified date, on which the 
table of fares shall come into force with or without modifications as decided by 
them after consideration of the objections 

 



List of Appendices: Appendix 1 — Table of Fares (20th August 2013) 
Appendix 2 – May 2022 Table of 2 mile Tariff 1 costs  

List of Background 
Documents: 

UK pump prices over time (racfoundation.org) 
Monthly and annual prices of road fuels and petroleum products - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) and table_411_413.xlsx (live.com) 

List of Consultees:  

Copeland – Tariff 1 

330 out of 350 

https://www.racfoundation.org/data/uk-pump-prices-over-time
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/oil-and-petroleum-products-monthly-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/oil-and-petroleum-products-monthly-statistics
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1071698/table_411_413.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK

